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THE PSALMS OF SOLOMON 1 

The book under review is one of a series which is being published 
under the direction of Francois Martin, professor of Semitic languages 
in L'Institut Catholique de Paris. It is the fourth volume to appear 
in the projected series, but some nine others are in course of preparation. 
Most of the works are studies in Jewish apocalyptic literature, and the 
general title is Documents pour V etude de la Bible. 

This volume was assigned to Professor J. Viteau of L'Institut Catho- 
lique de Paris, and he has performed his task in a highly creditable way. 
One scarcely looks for any great display of originality in reworking a 
literary problem on which so much excellent work has been done as on 
the Psalms of Solomon, nor is it in the direction of original suggestion 
or treatment that the chief value of the work under consideration lies. 
No remarkable or iconoclastic conclusions are reached, and the main 
interest and worth he in the fact that we have here a very complete 
and thorough examination of the material from a new thought-circle. 
Students of that fascinating literature of which these psalms are a part 
are under obligation to Professor Viteau for his painstaking labor. 

The book consists — as the full title indicates — of an Introduction, 
the Greek Text, and a French translation of the Greek. On the pages 
containing the text and translation, and sharing equally the space with 
them, are the principal variants of the Syriac version (in French), and 
critical and explanatory comments. The basal text is that of the 
Vatican manuscript, the Codex Romanus. 

The Introduction is lengthy, occupying 252 pages. A convenient 
analysis of the psalms is followed by a resum6 of Jewish history from 
the assumption of the high-priesthood by Jonathan to the death of 
Pompey. This is well done, and furnishes an excellent background for 
the further questions of Introduction and for interpretation. The 
question of date is considered, and the conclusion reached is that the 
composition of the psalms extended over a period of twenty-two years 
— from 69 B.C. to 47 B.C. The second psalm was the last written, if we 
except the eighteenth, which is not considered to belong to the genuine 
psalms. This dating is based on the historical allusions in the Psalms 
which, in Professor Viteau 's thought, refer to Pompey's invasion. He 
thus follows the consensus of opinion. The collection is an artificial 
one and it is impossible to detect any principle of arrangement. The 
author (for unity of authorship for Pss. 1-17 is claimed) is a Pharisee, 

1 Les Psaumes de Salomon, Introduction, Texte Grec, et Traduction. Par J. Viteau. 
Paris: Letouzey et An6, 1911. Pp. 427. Fr. 6.75. 
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possibly a priest, and his place of abode was probably Jerusalem. The 
purpose of the writings is "always didactic, polemic, and messianic." 
The psalms were written to encourage the disheartened Jews, justify 
the ways of God, renew attachment to the theocracy, and infuse hope 
of the near approach of the Messiah. The composition is not pseu- 
depigraphical in the strict sense of the word, the ascription to Solomon 
being the work of a copyist or corrector some time before the fifth 
century of our era. 

The doctrinal aspects of the psalms are carefully considered in an 
impartial, scientific spirit. The ideas are essentially those of the Old 
Testament from which they were borrowed by the author, and the 
doctrinal interest of the book is that it shows us the Jewish mind and 
ethical life in the first century B.C. The original language was Hebrew, 
from which the Greek version was made, and this in turn was translated 
into Syriac. The date of the Greek translation is not defined more 
closely than between 40 B.C. and 70 a.d. 

The literary relationships and history of the Psalms of Solomon are 
considered at length in several chapters, and an extensive bibliography 
is added. The whole work seems to be done carefully, with judgment, 
and in a true historical spirit. If the standard of Professor Viteau's 
work is maintained in all the volumes the series will be a worthy one. 
This production of French Catholic scholarship will be welcomed as a 
real acquisition for our study of the period to which it relates. 

Ernest W. Parsons 
The University of Chicago 



STUDIES IN THE REALM OF CHURCH HISTORY 

Professor Tucker has undertaken to picture life in the Roman 
Empire in a.d. 64, treating security, travel, administration, education, 
religion, science, and so forth. 1 He has done this with admirable judg- 
ment and sanity, and has produced a book that is interesting to read 
and valuable for reference. Technical terms are avoided, and every 
reasonable effort is made to adapt the book to the general reader. 
One hundred and twenty-five illustrations enrich the text, and there are 
a few good maps and plans. As the title indicates, the book takes 
account of the significance of the time for Christian history, as well as 
classical, and many points in the life of Paul are helpfully touched upon. 

If Professor Tucker's book has a fault, it is that it deals rather with 

1 Life in the Roman World of Nero and St. Paul. By T. G. Tucker. New York : 
Macmillan, 1911. xix+453 pages. $2.50. 



